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GLOBAL CLIMATE STRIKE 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [5.34 pm]: I rise tonight in support of tomorrow’s global climate 
strike. We have banged on about the issue of climate change in this place for quite some time. Tomorrow it will 
be heartening to see so many people taking to the streets. From what I understand, more than 2 000 companies 
across Australia are also taking part in the strike, so hats off to them as well. This all goes back to the issue of the 
federal government’s inaction to do anything about climate change. The issue is starting to affect the federal 
government now as it starts to float ideas about lecturing CEOs in businesses around the country to ensure that 
they stick out of social issues. We know that the strikes are going to continue, we know that this movement will 
continue to build and we know that the Prime Minister will continue to be annoyed because this issue will not go 
away. It is pretty much an embarrassment to a lot of Western countries that want to partake in meeting their climate 
change obligations. The Prime Minister has gone to the United States to meet with President Trump before he 
takes part in the important United Nations Climate Action Summit. That is pretty much an embarrassment 
considering that we need to not only meet our Paris Agreement obligations, but also exceed them. 

If we come back to Western Australia, it is important for the state government to look at how it is travelling on this 
issue. I know that the state government is looking at putting forward a policy to address the issue of climate change, 
but many people in the community tomorrow will expect that process to happen in an absolutely thorough way. 

Hon Stephen Dawson: I hope you will tell them about the community consultation that is open at the moment 
and encourage them to put in a submission, honourable member. 

Hon TIM CLIFFORD: I am sure they will look forward to seeing the minister down there tomorrow and discussing 
the issue. Tomorrow is a very important day. The movement will continue to get bigger. We have seen social 
movements like this in the past. In America in the 1960s, we saw how these social movements were important. 
We are facing an existential crisis and mass extinction. This is something that we need to take seriously. I look 
forward to continuing this fight and standing up for what is right. I know that we are on the right side of history. 
The only reason these protests are going to continue to get bigger is the failure of government and leadership to 
do the right thing. Tomorrow, I hope to see some members of this chamber down there, and, if not, I expect them 
to put forward policies that will address the issue of climate change. 
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